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 ALCOHOL FUELLED VIOLENCE RISES BY 20% – LIBERAL DEMOCRATS

As the new Licensing Act comes into force, new research released by the Liberal Democrats shows that alcohol-fuelled violence is up by one-fifth in the past two years.

Analysis by Don Foster MP, Liberal Democrat Shadow Culture, Media and Sport Secretary of ‘violent offences committed in connection with licensed premises’ in 28 of the country’s 43 police force areas reveals that the past two years have seen:

· A 20.3% national increase (to nearly 50,000 offences a year - 1,000 per week - in just those areas for which figures are available)

· A rise in 24 areas and a decline in only 4 areas 

· A near trebling in Cleveland (189% up) – which saw the greatest rise

· A decrease by 44% in South Wales – which saw the greatest decline

Commenting, Don Foster MP said:

“These figures provide further evidence that binge drinking is out of control. 

“International research evidence shows that increasing the availability of alcohol will make matters worse. So it’s clear that the new Licensing Act will lead to a further increase in these figures with yet more people becoming the victims of alcohol-fuelled violence.”

“The Government’s argument that we should expect more alcohol offences only as a result of the new police powers in the Licensing Act doesn’t stack up.

“All the new powers to be introduced by the Act are to tackle rogue pubs, not individuals.  If anything, these powers should reduce, not increase, overall alcohol offence rates.

“These last minute spurious arguments smack of desperation.  Ministers should have swallowed their pride and stopped 24 hour drinking before it was too late.”

ENDS

Notes to Editors

1. Figures were obtained from an answer by Home Office Minister Hazel Blears responding to a Parliamentary Question by Don Foster MP [Column 1753 Monday 21st November reference- 24118] – available on request.

2. The figures relate to “violent offences in connection with licensed premises” recorded by each police force in the country. Analysis of the figures shows a 14.9% increase in from 2002-03 to 2003-04, and a further 4.7% increase from 2003-04 to 2004-05.  

3. Analysis of the Home Office figures by Police Force Area reveals:

	Police Force Area
	2002-2003
	2003-2004
	2004-2005
	Change from 2002-3 to 2004-5
	Percentage Change from 2002-3 to 2004-5

	Cleveland 
	588
	1615
	1699
	1,111
	188.9

	Avon and Somerset
	1,922
	2,574
	4111
	2,189
	113.9

	Cumbria 
	488
	600
	995
	507
	103.9

	Cheshire 
	504
	806
	890
	386
	76.6

	Lancashire 
	2653
	3910
	4365
	1,712
	64.5

	Surrey 
	562
	794
	912
	350
	62.3

	Kent 
	551
	813
	879
	328
	59.5

	Hampshire
	1717
	2417
	2572
	855
	49.8

	Dyfed-Powys
	584
	816
	869
	285
	48.8

	Gloucestershire
	707
	864
	1014
	307
	43.4

	Hertfordshire
	804
	1005
	1135
	331
	41.2

	South Yorkshire 
	1624
	1581
	2175
	551
	33.9

	Staffordshire
	1927
	2424
	2579
	652
	33.8

	Leicestershire
	1155
	1323
	1505
	350
	30.3

	Cambridgeshire
	584
	750
	753
	169
	28.9

	Suffolk 
	808
	993
	1007
	199
	24.6

	Bedfordshire
	693
	762
	849
	156
	22.5

	Thames Valley 
	1960
	2146
	2270
	310
	15.8

	Humberside
	821
	1007
	944
	123
	15.0

	Warwickshire
	839
	932
	961
	122
	14.5

	Devon & Cornwall
	2960
	3580
	3380
	420
	14.2

	Northumbria 
	1850
	1767
	2065
	215
	11.6

	West Midlands 
	3731
	4140
	3974
	243
	6.5

	Northamptonshire
	1083
	1043
	1102
	19
	1.8

	Dorset 
	813
	752
	808
	-5
	-0.6

	West Yorkshire 
	3327
	2017
	3253
	-74
	-2.2

	London, City of
	159
	151
	151
	-8
	-5.0

	South Wales 
	3140
	2895
	1769
	-1,371
	-43.7

	Total
	40708
	46775
	48986
	8,278
	20.3


No data available: 

Derbyshire, Durham, Metropolitan police, Nottinghamshire, Sussex

Incomplete data:
Essex, Greater Manchester, Merseyside, Lincolnshire, Norfolk, North Yorkshire, North Wales, West Mercia, Wiltshire [available on request]
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