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‘COMING TO YOU LIVE’ -  WEBCASTS A STEP NEARER

Councillor Teggin’s speech 

13th February 2006

Planning impacts upon us all, and the results, for good or bad, are long lasting.  The process is intended to serve and protect the interests of our whole community, but those of us who are not regularly involved in the process can – and do - find it hard to fathom.  It sometimes moves in a mysterious way, and not everyone has faith that their interests have been served.

Somebody coming to make, or object to, an application for the first time – that’s almost everybody not professionally engaged in planning - has a lot to learn in a very short time.    This Motion is aimed at improving their chances of doing that successfully, by making the process and arrangements as clear and easy to follow as possible.  It aims to help citizens and interest groups to be aware of their opportunities to take part in, influence and initiate the consideration of plans, and to understand what is allowed when what might seem common sense doesn’t sit comfortably with the planning rules.

Communities need to know about and affect proposals which they may have to live with for years to come; to understand the motives and needs of other participants; to express and debate views about how their neighbourhoods should develop, and to contribute to the making of clear and appropriate choices and decisions by Council on their behalf.  We can help to achieve consensus and commitment, rather than argument and opposition, by making the improvements outlined in this motion.

We need clear understandings with local people about those activities we need to prosper as a borough, and about where these should best be located, so that land use is a clear plank in our overall plans for the future of Wirral.   To achieve this, we need better links to individuals, groups and business interests to encourage positive participation and contribution rather than response and reaction which are so often negative.

We serve the whole community - not just builders, developers, or objectors, but all who live and work here who want to know what is happening and to have a chance to shape events.

As councillors, we all have experience of groups and individuals who are knowledgeable and passionately proud about their neighbourhoods, who want to preserve what is good but not to stagnate.  We need to harness their ideas, goodwill and energy to inform plans and to secure their effective realisation. And they want plans - not just piecemeal development.


Information may be accessed currently via council offices and electronically, but not everybody has easy access to a computer and so we still need to ensure the widest possible use of community notice-boards and community publications, and meetings such as the Area Forums

Accessibility also involves the way in which points are expressed, the language used which relates to transparency.

If I may read an extract from the Interim Planning Policy: New Housing Development October 2005:

“Current UDP policies do not reflect either national advice in PPG3, nor the

spatial strategy and housing restraint of Regional Spatial Strategy. This

interim policy therefore aims to support the Housing Market Renewal Initiative

and control supply across the Borough. This approach is consistent with

Policies SD1, UR1, UR6, UR7 and UR8 of RSS.”
Is that clear to everyone in this chamber?  I think there’s a bit of home work for new readers to find the documents and see what they contain, and only 58 responses were received to our consultation on the document as a whole.  The good news is that half of these were from individuals or community interest groups, but we should be making it simpler for anyone to understand our aims – and to help us decide them or to challenge them if they think they are wrong.

Many get engaged now in the planning process as protest against a proposal.  Planning is often seen as negative.  We need to involve people when they are able to influence developments in a positive way, - “at the planning stage” in fact – and not just for housing, what type?, how it looks?, but for wider applications to contribute to our overall prosperity.

There are lots of people with ideas if we can capture them - and a good idea doesn’t mind who thinks of it.

So we need to:

Find out what local people and groups want for the future;


Link one kind of planning – eg land use - with others – eg economic
;

Get groups involved early for good relationships and positive contributions;

Advertise proposals, or invite contributions, where they will be seen in our communities;

Avoid surprises!  Such as the tenant whose landlord hadn’t mentioned the application and who learned of it from a leaflet canvassing his neighbours’ opinions;

Describe plainly the intent and potential outcomes of proposals and include an evaluation of them to inform choices.

We need to provide better facilities for those interested to take part or observe - some applications provoke great interest and the number of interested parties outstrips the capacity of the committee room. There are good facilities within the rooms generally used for planning meetings, but  extension of these facilities could allow those in another room to see and hear what is going on, and without too much of a technological leap we could develop this to the web and involve an even  wider audience.  If successfully implemented in Planning the facility could then be extended to any public meeting of the Council or its committees.

Planning is not something most citizens engage in frequently as a formal process.  Those of us who don’t serve on the committee need and deserve help, which I know to be available if only you know who to ask.  We need to publicise our Planning Advice Helpline provision to make access to this help much easier. 

I urge you all to include Wirral’s citizens more readily in determining their future by supporting this motion.
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