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Call for Wirral to say  ‘No to ID cards’
“no confidence in Government assurances on personal data.”

Notice of Motion - Full Council December 17 2007

Liberal Democrat Group


ID CARDS

This Council notes with concern the recent breach of security by HMRC when on October 18 the personal records of  25 million people, including their dates of birth, addresses, bank account details and national insurance numbers were lost, leaving half the British population at the risk of large-scale fraud.

This Council also notes that the Government last week ignored the 23 recommendations of a Commons Select Committee to improve the security of personal data.

This Council therefore has no confidence in Government assurances regarding the security of personal data and believes that this breach of security further highlights the folly of its compulsory ID cards scheme in that:

1
the disadvantages of such a scheme will outweigh any benefits to the people of
 
Wirral;

2
the cards will do little to prevent terrorism, crime or fraud and will increase the risk of
           identity theft;

3
the cost is an unfair tax, particularly on those who are forced to pay for the ID card
          to access their benefits;

4
using the Government’s own predictions Wirral’s residents are likely to have to pay
      
an estimated £38 for a stand-alone ID card or £93 for a passport and ID card
           together; 

5
according to Government estimates in 2004 the costs of establishing the scheme could be £5.5 billion, with independent commentators predicting costs of as much as £18 billion;  

6
the Government has an appalling track record on implementing large scale IT
           projects, and this is destined to become yet another expensive IT fiasco;

7
the estimated costs of such a scheme would be better spent on providing more
    
police to prevent terrorism and fraud.

This Council therefore resolves to: - 

1         affiliate to the "No2ID" campaign, which already includes MPs across several
           political parties;

2
request the Chief Executive to write to the Home Secretary expressing these views
          

and asking her to reconsider this legislation;

3
call upon Wirral’s four MPs to lobby the Government to reconsider this legislation.
Moved by:  Councillor Paula Southwood

Seconded by: Councillor Peter Reisdorf
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