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‘RESPECT’ - WHERE ARE THE RESOURCES?

Speech: Motion on Respect Action Plan 13 Feb 06

Councillor Frank Doyle

Madame Mayor

I particularly wanted to address the proposal to support local programmes that give young people something creative and useful to do with their energy. 

In Prenton ward we would welcome such programmes, particularly if they are accompanied by the essential finance to ensure their success. 

We are fortunate at one end of the ward to have the very active and well attended Shaftsbury Club, offering a wide variety of activities. Well supported by volunteers and paid staff, but further financial support could be put to good use. Even in that area there are disaffected young people who need to be engaged.

At the other end of the ward we have a junior school which is about to embark on breakfast and after school clubs, and there are plans for a children’s centre, to be welcomed for younger children. As ever our reservation on these plans is ensuring the appropriate level of qualified staff and supply of equipment and that depends on funding. 

Older young people in the Prenton area are not so fortunate. We have the legacy of a community centre closed by the Council, a church building promised for community use soon to be demolished for housing. However we do have small, Residents and Tenants Association who are working hard to establish facilities for young people in Prenton Dell Area.  A young person’s committee has been set up and soon an evening youth club will be established and will make use of a Social Service Day Centre. Limited space means only 20 young people can use it at a time and a limited number of volunteers restricts the number of sessions on offer. However the Resident and Tenants Association has achieved this with assistance from the single outreach worker funded by the Council, funding from the Area Forum and local fundraising and we are looking for further facilities which could be used.

It is clear that to offer local programmes of activities for young people needs finance; what we ask is, where is the Action Plan and where is the appropriate level of money to support it?
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