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(e) National and local budgets to improve public services.

Delete paragraph (1) and renumber paragraph (2) as new paragraph (1).

Insert new paragraph (2)

(2)
Council expresses its profound disappointment at the recent budget statement made by Gordon Brown, in particular:

· the axing of the council tax discount for pensioners which will mean that in 2006/07 pensioners will have to find an additional £200 in council tax on top of the local increase of 4.5%;

· the absence in the budget of resources to tackle funding issues within health and social care;

· the lack of a clear strategy to address the pensions crisis facing the country or any indication of the government’s response to the Turner report which called for an end to pensions means testing.

Moved by: Councillor 
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