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Notice of Motion - Liberal Democrat Group

Full Council April 10 2006

A Community Justice Centre for Wirral

This Council believes that: 

1
crime and the fear of crime are among the most important issues facing our communities today;

2
crimes that affect the quality of life of local people, such as vandalism and anti-social behaviour, are best dealt with through a system of restorative justice which: 

· brings victims, offenders, and communities together giving local people more say on the punishment offenders carry out; 

· puts victims’ needs at the centre of the criminal justice system and; 

· finds positive solutions to crime by encouraging offenders to take responsibility for their actions.

This Council notes that:

1
a restorative justice pilot scheme is running very successfully in the form of the North Liverpool Community Justice Centre and is bringing justice to the heart of the community, combining a courtroom with a range of community resources available to local people, victims and witnesses, as well as offenders;
2
in his speech launching the ‘Respect’ agenda, the Prime Minister stated that he would like to see more Community Justice Centres.

This Council therefore calls upon the Chief Executive to:

1
make representation to the Home Secretary requesting that Wirral be included in any further round of Community Justice Centre pilots; 

2
urge all four local MPs to lobby the Home Secretary on this issue 



on Wirral’s behalf.
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