	Minute 107 - PUBLIC UTILITY - SERVICE CABINETS

	 
	Minute Text :
The Director of Technical Services reported upon the current situation regarding the condition of public utility service cabinets in the borough.

	 
	Minute Decision :
Resolved - That this Committee note the contents of the report and endorse the proposal to continue negotiations with the owners of utility cabinets with a view to securing partnership agreements in respect of maintenance and ant-graffiti measures.


METROPOLITAN BOROUGH OF WIRRAL
ENVIRONMENT & TRANSPORTATION SELECT COMMITTEE – 6 DECEMBER 2004

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF TECHNICAL SERVICES

PUBLIC UTILITY – SERVICE CABINETS

1.0
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
1.1
The purpose of this report is to advise Members of the current situation regarding the condition of public utility service cabinets in Wirral.

2.0
BACKGROUND
2.1
Currently, those responsible for privately owned street furniture such as utility cabinets do not have a legal obligation to keep their property clean and tidy, and local authorities do not have a power to remove graffiti from street furniture and recover their costs from the owner.

2.2
On 31st March 2004, Part 6 of the Anti-Social Behaviour Act came into force.  Sections 48-52 allow local authorities to clean graffiti from certain types of property and recover their costs.  The Home Office have piloted these new powers with 12 local authorities and the results of this exercise are to be reported back to the Home Office before the end of the current year and the findings published next year.  Depending on the success of the exercise, it is possible that the powers will be rolled out across the country.

3.0
CURRENT SITUATION

3.1
There are approximately 2,700 public utility service cabinets situated on the highway in Wirral.  The cabinets in the main are owned by three utility companies: British Telecom; NTL and the National Grid.  A further 200 are traffic signal control cabinets owned by this Council.

3.2
A breakdown of those owned by the utility companies is as follows:-


NTL
2,265 (163 large and 2,102 small)


National Grid
30


British Telecom
405

3.3
The National Grid cabinets and a large proportion of the British Telecom cabinets are the old cast iron type while the NTL and the majority of the Council-owned cabinets are made from a lightweight steel construction.

3.4
The condition and colour of the cabinets varies greatly with some of the older units either being in need of replacement or re-painting.

3.5
Graffiti and flyposting is a problem in certain areas of the Borough and the Council is the most proactive in terms of removal and re-painting.  NTL will deal with individual complaints by removing graffiti or re-painting the worst affected boxes but there is no budget for them to carry out a wholesale re-painting exercise.  NTL will always act on requests to remove obscene graffiti or fly posting.  NTL have also indicated that as a long term approach to the problem, they are prepared to enter into a partnership with local authorities to improve the appearance of their cabinets.  This partnership involves both parties committing to either providing the paint or the labour to deal with the worst cabinets.  Where re-painting is involved, a specialist coating of anti-graffiti paint would be applied to the cabinet, which would not allow fly postings to stick and graffiti could be simply washed off either by NTL or the Council.

3.6
BT has provided the Council with locations of all their cabinets in the Borough and a survey is currently being carried out to determine their visual appearance.  BT have no proposals to carry out a full re-painting programme, but they are also keen to enter into a partnership with the Council to treat the worst cabinets by supplying paint providing the Council provides the necessary labour.

3.7
The National Grid cabinets will also be surveyed when the BT survey is completed and it is hoped a similar partnering approach can be agreed with this particular utility.

4.0
PROPOSALS

4.1
I would suggest that I continue negotiations with the main owners of utility cabinets with a view to securing partnership agreements in respect of maintenance and anti-graffiti measures.  I will report to a future meeting of your Committee with the outcome of my negotiations and on developments nationally in respect of formal legislation being introduced.

5.0
FINANCIAL AND STAFFING IMPLICATIONS
5.1
The inspection of the existing utility cabinets is being undertaken by staff as part of their normal duties.  Depending on the outcome of the discussions, there may be cost implications in securing partnership agreements.

6.0
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS
6.1
There are no implications under this heading.

7.0
PLANNING IMPLICATIONS

7.1
There are no implications under this heading.

8.0
COMMUNITY SAFETY IMPLICATIONS

8.1
There are no implications under this heading.

9.0
HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS

9.1
There are no specific human rights implications arising directly from this report.

10.0
LOCAL AGENDA 21 IMPLICATIONS

10.1
The securing of partnership agreements with utility companies will assist in the removal of graffiti and hence enhance the appearance of surrounding areas.

11.0
ACCESS TO INFORMATION ACT

11.1
No background papers have been used in the preparation of this report.

12.0
LOCAL MEMBER SUPPORT IMPLICATIONS.

12.1
The proposals have implications throughout the Borough.

13.0
RECOMMENDATIONS

13.1
Members are asked to note the contents of this report and endorse the proposals contained in paragraph 4.


DAVID GREEN, DIRECTOR


TECHNICAL SERVICES
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