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LIBERAL DEMOCRAT GROUP 
FULL COUNCIL 13 FEBRUARY 2006

NOTICE OF MOTION 

DEVELOPING THE PLANNING SERVICE

This Council believes that the Planning Service exists to serve the whole Wirral community, it should be transparent and accessible, and should encourage proactive consultation and involvement of local people at all stages in the planning process. 

Council notes that the Statement of Community Involvement provides an opportunity for the Council to set higher standards for meaningful public consultation, involvement and transparency, and commits itself to this goal.  

Officers are therefore instructed to report to the Economic Regeneration and Planning Strategy Select Committee proposals to develop the planning service and in particular the development of policies to:

· engage with local residents, interest groups and Area Forums to develop their aspirations for their communities, linking land use planning with wider strategies for local development, using activities where appropriate such as ‘Planning for Real’;

· develop service level agreements with local advisory groups such as Conservation Societies in order to establish better working relationships and input to the planning process;

· advertise planning applications more widely within the community that they affect, including community notice boards, libraries and one stop shops;

· ensure that committee reports are structured to clearly highlight the pros and cons of any application, including both a non-technical summary capable of being understood by the general public and an evaluation of objections;

· introduce ‘webcast’ technology to allow members of the public who are unable to attend Planning Committee for whatever reason to view the proceedings on line and in the overflow room for Planning Committee.

Council further believes that advice on planning issues should be more readily available to all sections of the community and resolves that a planning advice helpline should be promoted, the website improved, and advice on where to obtain Planning Aid be made more readily available.

Moved by:   Councillor Chris Teggin

Seconded:    Councillor Jean Quinn
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